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Subject: Social Studies

Grade: 1-2

Curriculum: 

1) Examine local history by reading historical narratives and documents; investigating artifacts, architecture, and other resources that illustrate key periods in local history.

2) Demonstrate knowledge of past and present community heritage (e.g., traditions, livelihoods, customs, stories, changing demographics, land use) and recognize ways in which this heritage influences their lives. 
Time of year: Mid-Fall

Group size: 3 children per group.

Resources/research: Visit to Rice Sheep farm in Halifax VT, Halifax town offices attached to the school, and books available in the classroom.

The Challenge:

We have learned that sheep farming was important to the early settlers of Halifax. In groups of three create a collage to represent the tools, land and people of Halifax during the sheep-farming era. You will collect data using various resources, i.e. books, people, town records and other indications of sheep farming found throughout the town. Your collage will be displayed at the schools community night, one week from now, so make sure it is well organized and aesthetically pleasing. 

The Rubric

Process:







YES

NO

Student contributed to collaborative efforts of the group: 

Student shared own ideas





(

(
Student receptive to other ideas




(

(
Student used a variety of resources




(

(
Student took on an equal share of the work



(

(






Product:

Shows a thorough understanding of the topic:

Has representation of at least 5 tools used



(

(
Has clear descriptive picture of the land 



(

(
Shows the clothing and people of the sheep-farming era. 

(

(
Shows thoughtful artist consideration




(

(







Shows organization of ideas in the layout of collage


(

(
This assessment will be easy for the students to understand and a good introduction to a simple rubric.

Other assessment tools:

Observations and notations-sharing personal moments and notes with children show that you are paying attention to the work they are doing.

Student assessments of the group work- gives students the opportunity to provide input into their own grades and really look at the work they did individually and as a whole. 
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