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Real Life Challenge

Danika Tyminski

Background

Last year I planned the Shakespearian festival – with everything involved, and the amount of work I put into it, it took a couple of years off of my life!  I want the students to take ownership of the festival this year.  The planning will begin once we’ve finished the plays.  My 7th graders read Twelfth Night and my 8th graders read A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  We act out the plays as we, donning crazy costumes – this keeps students engaged, helps with comprehension, and is great fun.  

Half way through their planning of the festival, the students will receive a letter from Laura, the Middle School director. It will state how excited she is about the festival and that she has invited the media.  I think this will get the students fired up and raise the bar a bit.  The students will be given some class time each week to prepare, but we will continue with vocabulary and grammar lessons.  I will use the analytic rubric to evaluate each student.

October 19, 2007

Dear Language Arts Students,

Last year, I organized a Shakespearian feast and acting festival.  It was highly successful and very fun.  After reviewing the feedback from the students, parents, and teachers, it is clear that some changes are necessary.  In order to make this event more successful, I need your help and support.

Each class will have several responsibilities for their specific scenes:

1. Choose scenes to perform

2. Assign roles – everyone must act!

3. Design costumes

4. Create sets and backdrops

5. Create a tech crew to organize lighting and sound

6. Invite guests to sit in the audience

7. Design and create the playbill

8. Design and create the menu for the feast

There are a few important details to keep in mind.  Coordination among the different classes will be your responsibility.  You need to be sure that no two classes are performing the same scenes and you must determine the order in which the scenes will be performed.  Be sure that there is a clear rationale that shapes your choices.  The stage has been reserved for Friday, December 7th, from 1-3pm.  The theater seats 180 people.  During that day, you will be participating in four workshops including: a Shakespearian feast, music of that time period, history, and one devoted to a final dress rehearsal.

The Shakespeare Festival is a wonderful event.  It will take a lot of hard work and dedication.  Be creative and have fun!  I look forward to seeing the performance!

Thank you, 

Assessment:  Analytic Trait Rubric
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ADVANCED CREDIT





Scenes – excellent performance, great projection, clearly rehearsed, nicely staged, audience engaged





Set – excellent set design, nice use of props





Costumes – great costumes, visually pleasing 





Tech – attention paid to details, great coordination with tech crew





Playbill – wonderful design, well organized, no mistakes





Feast Menu – great assortment, nice variety





MASTERY CREDIT





Scenes – flawless, superb performance, perfect projection, excellently staged, audience mesmerized





Set – creative and imaginative set, very artistic, great use of props





Costumes – lavish and creative costumes, nicely coordinated, using ideas from the dress of the time





Tech – Excellent organization with tech crew, drafts drawn up ahead of time





Playbill - Beautifully designed, error free, sensational artwork





Feast Menu – Fantastic assortment of fare, excellent variety





NO CREDIT





Scenes – more rehearsal time clearly needed, lines not memorized, staging does not make sense, actors’ backs to audience, difficult to hear, lines mumbled





Set – not enough preparation, no attention to detail





Costumes – costume design does not make sense, no costumes





Tech – not well coordinated or organized, not finished on time





Playbill – errors interfere with meaning, unorganized, not finished on time





Feast Menu – food items not brought by each person, not enough variety





FULL CREDIT





Scenes – good performance, well staged,  audience attentive





Set – nice set design, some props missing, needs more attention to detail





Costumes – good costumes





Tech – well coordinated and organized





Playbill – nice design, a few errors that do not interfere with meaning





Feast Menu – some recipe duplicates, nice preparation
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