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Real Life Challenge

Margaret Dunne

Background

This is a real life challenge that I am interested in doing with my third grade students early in the school year.   Part of our curriculum states that students understand the history of their town and I would like them to construct it through gathering oral histories.   My essential question for the unit is: How and why do places change?  I am intentionally leaving it open-ended so that students get to decide the direction of their research and display.  I plan on giving them 10 periods to work on it, although they might need to do some work at home.  I am going to have my whole class do this challenge together and I will help guide them if necessary to breaking up into smaller teams that are responsible for the final display.

I have obviously just written this letter myself, but I plan on bringing a copy to the Black River Academy Museum when I present the idea to them.   It is a small, but interesting museum located only a couple of blocks from the school.   The mission of the Black River Academy Museum and Historical Society is threefold:

· To safeguard the identity of the Black River Academy building and history as the alma mater of Calvin Coolidge and its other graduates.

· To present the ethnic and cultural traditions of the Black River Valley through the collection and preservation of artifacts, records and memorabilia.

· To provide educational opportunities for all ages in order to promote a thorough understanding of this heritage, especially through the textile industry.

I believe that this project fits well with their mission.  I know they have the space and I think they would be interested in having an exhibit of local oral histories taken and presented by students.  I think they would be very open to letting the students’ interest dictate the content and display of the project.  Upon completion I would love the museum to stay open one night and for the class to meet there with their families and friends for an unveiling of the display.  

Black River Academy Museum and Historical Society

14 High St.

Ludlow VT 05149

(802) 228-5050
January 2, 2006

Dear LES Third Grade Students,

We would like to create a display at the museum that shows how every day life has changed in Ludlow during the last 75 years.  We find that our visitors are very interested in learning about real people’s lives.  Unfortunately we don’t the staff to do numerous interviews with people in the community.   It would be very helpful if you could create this display for us.

We need a display that is eye-catching, so that visitors want to go and look at it.   As we have a very small staff, we would like the display to be well organized and self-explanatory.  That means that visitors should be able to understand the display without the help of staff from the museum.  It should include information on what kinds of jobs people had, what they did for fun and other memories about what Ludlow was like.  We would also like to have interviews that describe life from at least 1930 to the present.  

We really need your help with this, and cannot thank you enough for the service that you are providing not only for us, but also for the whole community.  We very much look forward to the presentation of your work on Friday January 20th.

If you have any questions you can reach me at (802) 228-5050.

Gratefully,

Museum Director

Assessment Scheme

Based on the display criteria sited in the letter I will have my students brainstorm qualities of a good display.  We will make a list of qualities of eye-catching displays and then repeat the process with the criteria: organized and self-explanatory.   As a class we will also use the letter to make a checklist of the content the museum would like covered.  This includes information from real people on jobs, entertainment and other memories about the town from the 1930’s to present.  Students will reference these lists during the process and upon completion to see if we are meeting the museum’s expectations.   I will assess their understanding of the history of Ludlow using the lists and my observations of the process and display.  

Teacher Notes

· Contact the Museum Director to see if this is a feasible challenge.
· Collect tape or video recorders that students can use for the interviews.
· Inform parents about project, as some of the work might need to happen after school.
· Find parent volunteers that are available to help if necessary.
· Possibly plan a field trip to the Gill Retirement Home. 
· Tell class that I have some funds available for supplies if necessary.
· Find out about possibility of having an unveiling night at the museum or if necessary the school.
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