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Academic Challenge

Julie Dubisz

Background:  I teach 8th grade English.  In this class the students will have already read several short stories and mapped out the plot indicating the exposition, rising action, climax, falling action and resolution.  For the past few years their writing has been primarily narrative.  By the time I give this challenge they will already have written two independent narratives: an autobiography and a biography.  This is the culminating activity for the narrative writing in this quarter.  This will be the first of several challenges for the year.
Working with what part of the curriculum?

From NECAP English Language Arts GLE’s in collaboration with NH DOE grade 8:  


In written narratives, students organize and relate a story line/plot/series of events



Students will create a clear and coherent story line (W-8-4.1) 



Students will establish context, character motivation, problem/conflict/challenge, and resolution (W-8-4.2).



Students will use dialogue to advance plot and story line (W-8-5.2)

Challenge:

As part of our study of story telling, I would like you to work in groups of three or four with each group composing a story and relating it to the class.  Each group’s story needs to include:


1.  Three or four characters with one main character who becomes the hero in his or her own life.


2.  A specific setting 


3.  Introduction of characters


4.  A specific, solvable conflict


5.  Rising Action


6.  Climax


7.  Falling Action


8.  Resolution


9.  Three to five conversations between the characters that move the plot along from point to point.

In order to help in your planning, please turn in a project planning sheet at the end of today showing your work schedule for the week.  This planning sheet will include an outline of the topics.  You need to have the script written by Wednesday.  Whether as a group you decide to act it out in a play, illustrate it in a children’s book, or create a movie version of your story, be prepared to read or perform your story to the group on Friday.

Assessment: 
Checklist and Reflection for each Outcome
Checklist Assessment for Illustrated Story

___Illustrations bring the story to life

___Details in the story clearly convey meaning

___Presentation is final draft quality

___Completed a project planning sheet by the end of Monday’s class

___Completed a one to two sentence outline for each element of the story line

___Provides a written script or illustrated story book by Wednesday

___Gives critical information about three characters

___Provides one main character who displays leadership, heroic qualities

___Includes a location for the setting

___Includes a time period for the setting

___Introduces a conflict or problem

___Uses conversation between characters to heighten the action 

___Demonstrates a highest point in the action

___Uses conversation between characters to begin to close the conflict

___Resolves the conflict in a way that demonstrates heroic qualities

___Uses conversation in at least one other way

Write a reflection journal entry that explains the ways in which you contributed to the group and what you have learned about the elements of a story from this challenge.

Checklist Assessment for Dramatization

___Props add to the plot and/or character development

___Practice time was used wisely

___Voices are clear and readily understood

___Completed a project planning sheet by the end of Monday’s class

___Completed a one to two sentence outline for each element of the story line

___Provides a written script or illustrated story book by Wednesday

___Gives critical information about three characters

___Provides one main character who displays leadership, heroic qualities

___Includes a location for the setting

___Includes a time period for the setting

___Introduces a conflict or problem

___Uses conversation between characters to heighten the action 

___Demonstrates a highest point in the action

___Uses conversation between characters to begin to close the conflict

___Resolves the conflict in a way that demonstrates heroic qualities

___Uses conversation in at least one other way

Write a reflection journal entry that explains the ways in which you contributed to the group and what you have learned about the elements of a story from this challenge.

Checklist Assessment for Movie

___Camera use focuses on the task…no extraneous material

___Props add to the plot and/or character development

___ Voices are clear and readily understood

___Completed a project planning sheet by the end of Monday’s class

___Completed a one to two sentence outline for each element of the story line

___Provides a written script or illustrated story book by Wednesday

___Gives critical information about three characters

___Provides one main character who displays leadership, heroic qualities

___Includes a location for the setting

___Includes a time period for the setting

___Introduces a conflict or problem

___Uses conversation between characters to heighten the action 

___Demonstrates a highest point in the action

___Uses conversation between characters to begin to close the conflict

___Resolves the conflict in a way that demonstrates heroic qualities

___Uses conversation in at least one other way

Write a reflection journal entry that explains the ways in which you contributed to the group and what you have learned about the elements of a story from this challenge.
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