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Academic Challenge

Matthew Kennedy

Background Information

Music is known as a universal language, though many students do not really understand what that means, and are completely unaware of all the ways people use music to communicate.  This challenge is targeted at broadening their horizons and making them aware of how often music is used in all areas of their lives.

This is a challenge that I can do with both my Middle School and High School students because the developmental skills and abilities are different enough that the depth of both the content and the presentations mean that each age group can take different meanings from the same assignment.

My plan for grouping involves first having the students arrange themselves according to their preferred style of music (pop/hip-hop, rock - including heavy metal, alternative, etc., country, all others). The students would then reorganize themselves into groups of three to four with at least one member from each of the style groups.  My hope is that because of the diversity of style preferences within the groups, each group will have a broader set of experiences and outlooks to draw from.

The challenge will be spread out over four days: the first two days the groups will do research, organize their findings, and decide on how they will present their findings. The third day will be devoted to creating their presentation, and the fourth day will be for the groups to practice their presentations and share them with the class.

Information for Students
People often refer to music as a universal language, but what exactly do they mean?  Your task is to investigate (all) the ways that music, and organized sounds in general, are used for communication and present your findings to the class. 

You will be divided into groups and given the next two days to do research, organize your findings, and decide on how you will present your findings. The third day will be devoted to creating your presentation.  On the fourth day you will be given time to practice your presentation before sharing it with the class.

In your research be sure to be considerate of all times throughout history, as well as cultures and experiences (daily routines) other than your own.  Also, how each group chooses to present their findings is up to them, though as a class we will discuss some possible options before beginning.

Assessment
Because this is the very first thing that the students will be doing in my class I will be assessing them using a simple checklist.  Some of the items on the checklist will be drawn from a list of criteria the class creates, and some of it will be based on my list.  I also want to use a simple checklist because this is the first challenge they will be doing, so I want to keep it (relatively) simple.  Also, their help in creating the checklist, and our subsequent review of the checklist after completing the challenge, will act as a sort of pre and post test of knowledge that will hopefully help them to give them a better focus on future challenges.

Checklist Items

The group:

· members had equal input, with no one member dominating or controlling the group

· made effective use of their time and talents

· considered/investigated/included ideas outside of their own experiences (daily routine) and culture

· considered/investigated/included ideas throughout history

· used a variety or resources in their investigation

· presented a creative, inviting, and engaging presentation

· presented accurate information
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