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Real Life Challenge

Lisa Foley

Background

Academic Objectives: Students will gain perspective on how one significant event (two simultaneous events in this case) changed Peterborough to make it what it is today. 


NH State Frameworks addressed in part or whole:

· Students will be able to read and examine narratives, review chronologies, consider ideas, and analyze trends in order to understand the past and present.

· Students will be able to examine cause and effect, review chronologies, consider ideas and analyze trends in order to understand the past and present.

· Locate on a grid system particular geographic features in their neighborhood and community

· Describe the absolute and relative location of their community and places within it.

· Identify, using maps, illustrations, photographs, and documents from different time periods, how land use in their community has changed.

· Use maps and narratives to place historic and contemporary events in a spatial context.

Process Objective: Students will learn to collaborate with fellow students at an early stage in the new school year and learn to take an active role as a team player. (Practice working in groups and building collaborating skills will have taken place prior to this major project.)

Grade: 5th
Subjects covered: Local History, Mathematics, and Language Arts

Curriculum: Peterborough History

Time of Year: Early fall


Due to the fact that the events of 1938 happened in September, students would need to work on this right away when they arrive back to school in the fall, in order for it to be timely.  Therefore, my main intent with this would be to foster community development within the class.  I would be working with them, as they work on this project, on building a caring classroom environment through other activities that are done in the first six weeks of school.  This project would almost be a trial by fire.  The students would have to find a way to work with each other, even though they may not know each other well yet, in order to successfully complete what has been asked.  My other intent is for them to be introduced to a unit on Peterborough History through this problem.  They will have a better stake in their own learning if their interest is captured early on into the unit.  I feel this will make a great introduction to that.

Dear South Meadow 5th graders,


On September 21, 1938, a hurricane struck New England.  When the hurricane swept through Peterborough, it had already been raining for many days.  Trees were uprooted due to the already saturated ground and entire forests were leveled.  To make matters worse, a fire broke out in the Transcript Printing Company building in the downtown area.  The fire spread throughout town.  By the time the fire was contained, at least half the buildings in the downtown area were destroyed.


This year marks the 65th anniversary of this double tragedy.  We, at the Historical Society, would like to draw attention to this historical event.  We have many school groups visit our Society throughout the year and feel a display would not only serve as a reminder to Peterborough’ past, but also offer some of our younger citizens a visual lesson.  


Your teacher tells us that you are a highly creative and energetic class.  These qualities are exactly what are needed to create such a display.  We would like you to create a three dimensional depiction of what downtown Peterborough looked like before the tragedies of 1938 and what it looked like after Peterborough was rebuilt. We have many resources for you to use here at the Historical Society.  You are welcome to spend as much time here as you need to.  We can also put you in touch with elders in the community that may be able to help you as you discover images from the past.


This display needs to be to scale in order for viewers to get a real sense of one building’s relationship to one another.  We would also like you to present your two displays and discuss interesting facts that you may have learned while working on these displays, to the Board of Directors of the Historical Society on Friday September 19th.


I am very excited to see your rendition of what you think Peterborough looked like long ago.  I am sure this will be an exciting and fun adventure for you.

Sincerely,

Pete Burrows

Director – Peterborough Historical Society

Assessment:


Due to the early timing of this project, I would create a rubric rather than have the students create the rubric. (I do not feel there would be time to develop that with the entire class).  In addition to the rubric, I would also ask each student to keep a personal journal on his or her thoughts and ideas throughout the project.  They would need to write about how and what they discovered while working through the problem.  I may model for them a possible entry in my own journal, for example, “Today, while talking with Mr. Whoosie, I learned that he was aged 10 when the hurricane hit Peterborough.  He said he was really scared.”  I would also want them to record their thoughts along the way as well.  I would make sure the students know that the journal is for whatever they want to document, as well as those things I would specifically like to see. I would make a stipulation that they make at least 10 daily entries that are done in complete sentences and show me what they are learning and thinking.  These journals would give me a way to see what their thought process was and what they really gained from the experience. 

I would also be making journal entries on by observations of my students. I would tell them that I would be making careful observations on their interactions with other students and the effort they put forth to solve the problem.  I would have made it clear right from the start what I would be looking for in them. These elements would be in the rubric, which they would receive from the start.  My own observations and comments along with the rubric will serve as the students’ assessment for this problem.

Rubric








1 = poor 2= average 3=great 4=excellent

Standards seen through Journal entries






· Shows individual contributions


1
2
3
4

· Shows enthusiasm for project


1
2
3
4

· Includes new information & ideas learned

1
2
3
 4

· Clearly shows understanding of pre and 

post tragedy




1
2
3
4
 

Contribution & Collaboration

· How did the student work with others?

1
2
3
4
 

· Was the student open to others’ ideas?

1
2
3
4
 

· Did the student use his/her time efficiently 

and productively?



1
2
3
4
 

They would each receive a narrative from me on my thoughts of their work process and learning along with this rubric.
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