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Academic Challenge

Sara Van Note
A Biography of the Land

Social Studies  

Fifth/Sixth Grade

Goals: 

· To ask questions and think critically about their community and how it has changed over time

· To connect local history to national and global changes—to place their community within a larger historical and social context

· To use resources to answer their questions

· To creatively display and share their findings

· To work effectively as a group and to draw on each other as resources

New Hampshire State Standards Addressed:

Social Studies Curriculum Standard 15. Students will demonstrate the ability to apply their knowledge of geographic concepts, skills, and technology to interpret the past and the present and to plan for the future.
Social Studies Curriculum Standard 16. Students will demonstrate the ability to employ historical analysis, interpretation, and comprehension to make reasoned judgements and to gain an understanding, perspective, and appreciation of history and its uses in contemporary situations. 

Social Studies Curriculum Standard 17. Students will demonstrate a knowledge of the chronology and significance of the unfolding story of America including the history of their community, New Hampshire, and the United States.  

Intelligences addressed: spatial/mathematical (map-reading and –designing), visual (drawing map), linguistic (writing up biography)

Background:
This challenge will be part of a unit on local history.  The students will have learned about Jaffrey's history and will have a broad sense of the national events that connect to local history, including some specific examples such as the woolen mills and how their place in the community has changed over time.  I will have led a class investigation of the woolen mills, using their history to figure out the significance of different national, state and local events.  Thus they will have a context within which to frame this question.   The map-making part of the challenge will also connect to standards on geography and math (using scale, proportions) and possibly science.  


The students would also have had experience with biographies, either from reading a short biography, preferably related to the themes of local history, together as a class, or from other reading assignments where they chose their own biographies. 


The challenge would take place in the early spring, beginning with work in the classroom examining maps and other local resources like genealogies and histories of the town.  Later in the spring the class would be able to visit their sites, with parent chaperone/drivers, possibly on different days, possibly on the same day.  (I may also choose to give maps of sites that are all in the same general area so they can be visited as part of a group field trip.)  


At the outset of the challenge the groups will brainstorm about what resources they might like to use for their biographies.  They will make a list of the resources and of the questions they need answered.  Then we will make trips to the historical society and local library for an orientation on their resources.  The class will be able to check out certain resources, make copies, or make arrangements to come back for further research.  The school librarian will do a similar orientation (if they need it) and I will enquire about other resources like elders, specialists from museums, etc.


The class will work in groups of four people, chosen by me to be heterogeneous and to incorporate children with different strengths, who don't have major problems working together (hopefully). I envision this project to take place over three to four weeks, depending on the logistics of researching at the historical society, visiting the land to map it, etc.   

I will use a holistic rubric (see below) as an assessment for the biography, and a narrative assessment for the map.  Before beginning the project the class and I will discuss what features we want the maps to contain, and establish the criteria for a quality map.  I will sue these guidelines for my narrative assessment.

Challenge:

Part I:  As we’ve discovered, the Jaffrey mills are an important chapter in the town of Jaffrey’s story.  Their history mirrors what was taking place in Jaffrey.  In a similar way, a biography of a person tells us about the time and place that person lived in.  We could tell part of the story of Jaffrey through a farm or a store as well as a person or a mill.  And that’s your assignment: to tell a new chapter of the Jaffrey story, through a piece of land of your choosing.   

Each group has been given a map of Jaffrey in 1875.  With your group, you will choose a piece of property outlined on the map and write its life story or biography from 1875 to the present.  Your biography of the land must include at least three major events that impacted the land during this time period, connections to Jaffrey, state or national history, human relationships with the land and how they changed over time, and details about what makes this land special.   Your goal is to bring the land alive through your words, and tell its story in a way that helps us understand the “experiences” of the land.  You may also choose to illustrate your biography.

Part II: You will also find and visit the property and make a new map of the land as it is today.   Your map and biography must be combined into a display that other people can learn from.   

Analytic Rubric for Biography:

	
	1

Not Yet
	2

Fair
	3

Good 
	4

Excellent

	Form
	The biography was confusing to read and lacked organization.  There were many misspellings and grammar mistakes.
	The biography had some elements of story, but did not have a clear order.  There were some misspellings and grammar mistakes.
	The biography flowed well as a story, and included events in an understandable order.  There were few misspellings and grammar mistakes.
	The biography was exciting to read and well-organized.  There were few if any misspellings or grammar mistakes.

	Content
Parts I & II
	Two or fewer events that impacted the land included, few if any connections to history, no details about human relationships or what makes the land special.  This biography shows little research.
Part II:  Poor understanding of chronology of events or connections to local, state, or national history shown.
	Three major events included, with few details about human relationships or what makes the land special.  This biography does not give a complete picture of the history of the land. 
Part II: Some understanding of chronology of events shown with few connections to local, state, and national changes.  
	Part I:  Three major events that impacted the land included, good details about human relationships and what makes this land special.  Good information about the uniqueness of the land.   
Part II: Demonstrates knowledge of the chronology of historical events and connects the biography to changes taking place in the community, state and nation.  Places the story within a larger context.
	More than three major events included, excellent analysis of human relationships and what makes this land special.   Excellent synopsis and vivid description truly bring the land to life.
Part II: Makes clear and thorough connections to historical events and specific changes taking place in the community, state and nation. Clearly situates the biography within a historical and social context.



	Process


	Your group had many problems working together, demonstrating a lack of commitment to each other and the assignment.
	Your group struggled a bit, with some members not contributing equally.
	Your group worked well together, with all members sharing work and ideas with minimal conflict. 
	Your group was an effective team, collaborating on ideas, sharing work, and resolving conflicts quickly.

	Impact


	It was not neat or very readable.
	The biography was readable but did not show attention to neatness or organization.
	The biography was neat and organized.
	The biography was attractively presented and appealing to the reader.
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