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Academic Challenge

Laura Tabachnick

FIELD TRIPS

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Learning Objectives:

Background: 
This challenge will be given at the very end of next year.  I moved to Vermont in the summer of 2004.  It will be the end of my second year here when I give this challenge still will not be as familiar with all of the resources available in the area to supplement my curriculum.  I am going to collaborate with the principal and assistant principal to address the lack of middle school field trips.

Content:
Becoming aware of nearby historical sites and resources representing the entire eighth grade American History curriculum:  pre-contact indigenous people through the Civil War and Reconstruction 

Skill:  

Problem Solving

                    

Collaboration

Grade Level:  8

Student Groupings:  This challenge will be given at the end of the year in the form of a letter.  It will be addressed to the entire class and the children will be expected to define the problem, hopefully deciding to form small research groups and delegate roles.  Essentially, the responsibility will be on their shoulders to figure it all out.

CHALLENGE

(please see the following letter)

May, 2006

Mrs. Ingrid Chrisco, Principal

Ms. Jen Hemmingson, Assistant Principal

Brattleboro Area Middle School

109 Sunny Acres Drive

Brattleboro, Vermont 05301

Dear Team E Eighth Grade Social Studies Students,

As you know, the school administration is very committed to providing you with a quality education at BAMS.  We are always looking at ways to improve and enhance your experience.  After careful evaluation of the Team E Social Studies classroom, we recognize that the lessons, activities and challenges presented to you demand hard work, require practice of life skills and produce high levels of curricular understanding.  In our brainstorming sessions about how to improve or build upon what was already happening, what the administration did notice was a lack of field trips to supplement the learning in the classroom.

We decided that what would be beneficial to all Social Studies teachers here at BAMS would be to have a comprehensive list of all possible field trips that would be valuable as well as support the eighth grade curriculum.  When we began collaborating with Mrs. Tabachnick on this list, she brought up the barrier of only having lived in New England for two years. We decided to go to the experts.  

We would like each class on Team E to come up with a comprehensive list of possible field trips that align to BAMS’ eighth grade Social Studies curriculum.  Your list must include details about where these places are, what they have to offer, how it relates to the curriculum and if you’ve been there, your opinion on how valuable you think the experience may be.  If you haven’t been there, feel free to speculate on the latter.  It would also be helpful when this list gets presented to the School Board for approval, if you include the cost per student and the distance that would need to be traveled.

Thank you in advance for your hard work.  The administration has seen you collaborate extremely well together and we’re sure you will rise to the task.  We will expect your comprehensive list in both of our mailboxes by May 15, 2006.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Ingrid Chrisco

Ms. Jen Hemmingson

ASSESSMENT

The goal of this challenge is for the children to become aware of the resources and the history in the area in which they live.  A combination of a checklist, holistic narrative and peer review will be used.  The checklist will be used to assess if the group researched an inclusive list of the eighth grade Social Studies curriculum.  The narrative will be used to assess the collaborative skill work.

CHECKLIST

Understanding

_____ Pre-contact Indigenous People in America

_____ Post-contact Indigenous People in America

_____ Settlements, colonies & emerging American identity (1600-1763)

_____ American Revolution – Creation of a new nation

_____ Expansion, reform & economic growth (1800-1861)

_____ Civil War                                                                                      

_____ Reconstruction
Process Narrative

Respectful discussions

Individual contributions

Delegation of roles

Carrying out of responsibilities

Positive reinforcements/Positive disagreements

Daily Hype and Gripe/sweep/reflection about collaboration

COMMENTS ON COLLABORATION BY STUDENT:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NOTES

There will be a daily check-in at the end of every day of the challenge.  I will do a sweep or a “hype and gripe” session during the check-in.  Students have the option to “pass” during the verbal debriefing but everyone will need to write a reflection or their daily hype and gripe in their THINKING LOG every day.  Also during the daily check-in, I will also make sure that students have the resources they need.  The panel will consist of Mrs. Chrisco and Ms. Hemmingson.
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