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Scenario Challenge

Rob Hale

Scenario Challenge 11th Grade English

Background: Intended for Honors/Academic I English students, possibly (with more scaffolding) Academic II. This will be done at the conclusion of A Separate Peace and students will have read already The Great Gatsby, In Our Time, For Whom the Bell Tolls, A Moveable Feast, as well as pieces of material from TS. Eliot, Gertrude Stein, ee cummings, William Faulkner, and several other 20th century writers. This will be done at the end of the large over-all unit on Twentieth Century literature.



Learning/Lesson Objectives
1. Students will make relative judgments about what is valuable in literature

2. Students will attack literature from different angles

3. Students will gain an appreciation of the issues present in their own education

4. Students will have an opportunity to practice debate/discussion tactics



Teacher Notes:
1. Groupings will be dependent on class size, as well as whether or not the students get to pick their author, choose from a list, or are assigned. Lower level classes will probably be handed an author—honors classes will have more freedom.

2. Discussion of what should be looked for—how should this be graded?

3. What is the role of the audience? How should an audience member who is a student act compared to a community member? (ie, from a student’s perspective Hemingway may be great because he wrote about exciting events, but from a parent’s perspective he may be a suicidal drunk...)


Scenario: The English department of Picky High School, a rural school in lower New Hampshire, is attempting to re-develop their American English curriculum for the first time in thirty years. In an attempt to make sure that their students are as prepared as possible for their college experience, the English departments members have contacted numerous prestigious universities and asked for their input as to which authors should hold a dominant place in their curriculum and why.

You are a member of the English faculty at one of these universities (Harvard, Yale, Northeastern, Keene State, Antioch, UNH, etc.—pick one) and you wish to make sure that America’s youth read the appropriate material. As a team, pick one author that you feel is important to include in Twentieth Century American Literature.

Picky High School has invited a representative from each college to come and sit on a panel discussion, presenting why they feel that their author should be included in the curriculum and then discussing the relative merits of the various authors in a panel discussion for the community. The panel audience will include members of the Picky English department, community members, and students in the building.

Knowing that there are other colleges and Universities that will be presenting to the faculty at the same time, it’s important to put together a quality discussion that illustrates why the author you pick is so important to American Literature. You will need to persuade the members of the faculty, community, and students that the author you choose is definitely worthy of inclusion into the curriculum.

The presentations will take the format of a panel discussion where you will also be able to question the choices of other colleges and point out why your author is more important. It’s important that you find appropriate reasons and provide details about the author’s life that may be relevant. Each team member should provide a written brief about the author highlighting the reasons he or she is important.

Prestigious members of the community, including school board members have been invited to watch and ask questions of the University panel. These members include the school board chairman, who is very concerned about morality issues in English Education, the principal of Picky High School who wants a well-rounded and inclusive curriculum, and several townspeople with various views.

In addition, the members of the Picky High School English department will be there as well, many of whom don’t wish to buy new books or develop new lesson plans, as well as representatives of the student body who wish to read interesting and engaging books. Each of these should write a brief arguing for or against a particular author.
The panel discussion is scheduled for [date] at [period]. Appropriate attire is recommended.



Assessment:

1. Rubric developed with student input of panel discussion (group)

2. Rubric guided grade of brief submitted to panel member (persuasive essay?)

3. Simple yes/no grade for participation in as audience.
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