[image: image1.jpg]N

(c) Antioch University New England Gl\rl\ll;ll—é I(()SICT}? www.antiochne.edu/acsr
e-mail: acsr@antiochne.edu

40 Avon St Keene, New Hampshire 03431 NEW ENGLAND



Scenario Challenge

Lisa Foley

Grade: 5th Grade (could be used from 5th – 8th grades)

Subjects covered: NH geography, Mathematics (addition, multiplication, time), Language Arts (creative writing), History (historical significance of chosen locales)

Curriculum:  New Hampshire geography and the historical significance of locales chosen 

Academic Objectives:

· Describe the significance of chosen New Hampshire towns/ interesting sites (NH Frameworks)

· Use of major graphic elements of maps, including use of scale. (NH Frameworks)

· Understand the relationship of distances between various towns/sites as well as gain perspective on the size of New Hampshire (Describe the absolute and relative location of a given town in NH (NH Frameworks)

· Use of addition and multiplication (distances/times) as well as time calculations.

· Use of descriptive writing (brochure) to capture the imagination of the reader

Process Objectives:

· Use of creativity and imagination in planning, organizing & designing brochure

· Build group collaborative skills

Background:


My intent would be to introduce this challenge at the very beginning of a unit on New Hampshire history.  This will develop awareness of various towns, cities and places of interest in New Hampshire and their physical relationships to each other.  Even if they choose to visit places for unhistorical reasons, they will still have a greater understanding and appreciation of these places when they later learn of historical events that happened in New Hampshire. I could have made it a requirement that those towns/cities they plan to visit have some historical significance, but I chose to let them decide that for themselves the reasons they chose the places they did.  My intent here is to familiarize them with areas around the state.  I also wanted to integrate another subject (math, language arts) into this challenge to broaden their thinking and give them real life situations to apply what they have learned in math and language arts.

Extension:  


I may revisit these brochures after the unit on New Hampshire history is complete for them to reflect on any changes they would make to their tour now that they know more historical facts about the state.  This would not only solidify their understanding of the new facts they learned, but also give me, the teacher, a way to see just what they did learn throughout the unit.

Dear Candidate for Employment:

As you know, we are a large travel agency, NH Explorers, Inc., that plans travel tours throughout New Hampshire.  These tours have the following characteristics:

· Last for exactly one week (7 nights, 6 full days).  

· Travelers are picked up at the Manchester Airport by bus and begin their week-long tour of New Hampshire.  

· Tours are highly scheduled with each day’s itinerary clearly presented in the travel brochure. (Travel times/mileage and touring times are clearly stated).  

· Tours run year round 

The tourists who take these tours do so because of the great reputation our agency has for offering highly interesting and creative tours.  Travelers want to feel they have gotten a good sense of what New Hampshire is all about after they take one of our tours. Tourists read the various brochures offered for each tour and choose one that sounds of interest to them. We need another tour to be developed because of the high volume of travelers interested in visiting New Hampshire this year.

Due to the large amount of applications we received for employment with our agency, we are asking those who made it to our final round of picks to plan a week-long tour of New Hampshire and display their tour in a creative and interesting brochure.  Because you were among the finalists, you will be grouped with two or three other candidates to work on a tour.  We are not only looking for candidates who can create interesting tours and brochures, but also for those who can work well with others on a creative team.  We will choose the best tour/brochure among those submitted.  Those involved with creating the winning tour will be offered employment with NH Explorers, Inc. In addition to the established criteria our agency has (above points), the tour and brochure you create must also:

· Plan on visiting at least three different towns/cities in New Hampshire.  

· Visit at least three of the four parts of the state (North, South, East or West)

· Include all the relevant information that tourists need to know before arriving for your tour.  

· Brief yet descriptive narratives of the stops along your tour route

Finally, in addition to your brochure, you will need to produce a proposal, of why you planned the tour the way that you did, for agency management (ex. Why did you choose to visit a certain town/city?).  It is critical that your brochure and supporting documentation be complete by Friday, September 26.

I would like to personally thank you for your interest in NH Explorers, Inc.  I look forward to reviewing your group’s brochure and presentation.

Sincerely,

Walter Walters – NH Explorers, Inc. Travel Director

Assessment

Prior to setting my students free on this project, I would ask them to develop, with me, a list of characteristics that they feel should be present in each of the requirements. The following is my vision of what a rubric using their suggestions might look like.  We would have also discussed what each number score represents. Possibly as follows:



1 – Poor - did not meet the objective at all



2 – Incomplete - only met part of the objective



3 – Good/average - met the objective minimally



4 – Excellent -solidly met the objective reached a bit farther 



5 – Outstanding - met the objective and reached a great deal farther than required

Standards of Tour

· Includes at least three cities/towns

1
2
3
4
5

· All time is accounted for during the week
1
2
3
4
5

· Three areas of the state are visited (N,S,E,W)
1
2
3
4
5

· Travel & visiting times are realistic

1
2
3
4
5

· Interesting 




1
2
3
4
5

Standards of Brochure

· Creative & eye catching



1
2
3
4
5

· Includes all required information


1
2
3
4
5

· Neatly organized and easy to follow

1
2
3
4
5

· Includes brief, yet enticing descriptions of stops
1
2
3
4
5

· Use of proper grammar and spelling

1
2
3
4
5

· Meets deadline




1
2
3
4
5


Standards of Proposal

· Proposal clearly states reasons for tour plans
1
2
3
4
5

· Use of proper grammar and spelling

1
2
3
4
5

· Meets deadline




1
2
3
4
5

Standards of Student Effort


The student:

· Played an equal part in group work

1
2
3
4
5

· Displayed a positive attitude


1
2
3
4
5

· Stayed focused and on-task


1
2
3
4
5
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