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Academic Challenge

Lisa Foley

Knowledge Objective: To become more knowledgeable about an early explorer to North America and to gain perspective on how a given explorer’s time of arrival to this continent compares with that of other explorers.

Process Objective: To effectively collaborate within a group to meet a challenge in a creative manner.  Also, to effectively and interestingly present facts of chosen explorer. 

Grade:  5th
Subject area: Social Studies

Part of Curriculum: Early Explorers to North America

Time of Year: Mid to late fall

Group size: 3 to 4

Resources Available to students:



School library


School Computer lab (for Internet exploration)


Class resources/classroom books


Artistic supplies: markers, crayons, glue, paper, paints, tape

Background preparation:


My intention with this challenge is to begin the early explorers to North America unit with this challenge after a brief discussion on what we may already know about this topic. We would have already developed a list of what we already know, or think we know, about these early pioneers.  This list would be hung on the wall throughout the unit as a reference and a tool to be used to compare knowledge we gained from the unit.  We may also find some inaccuracies in what we thought we knew to what we discovered to be true.  I am using this challenge as the springboard to the unit so that students can begin to explore for themselves right from the start.  Then, once we start working through the unit by doing other projects, the students will have already gained a reference point through their own discovery.

Early Explorers to North America

We are beginning a unit on the early explorers to North America.  I would like you to work in groups (of 3 to 4) and choose an early explorer (arrival from 1000 to 1700) to research. As a group, you will need to create a display, to be hung around the room on a timeline, that clearly and creatively depicts important information about your chosen explorer.  Questions that must be answered by your display are (1) What country did your explorer come from? (2) Why did the explorer choose to explore North America (what were they looking for)? (3) What did they discover when they got to North America? (4) Was their exploration significant to future settlement in North America? (5) Did they find humans when they arrived in North America, if so, who? (Once each group has chosen an explorer and learned the date of his arrival to North America, groups should choose wall space for their display in order of arrival around the room on a timeline.)


Once your research and display is done, your group must create a way to present your findings to the class. Each member of your group must play a role in the presentation of the explorer. It is entirely up to you how you do this.  Each group will have ten minutes for their presentation.  


Finally, you must hand in a fact sheet that shows all the information you gathered on your explorer.  Not all this information has to be displayed; only that which you feel is important for others to know (as well as the required questions above.)


Your display must be completed and you must be ready to present your facts to the class by Friday.  

Assessment

I envision combining a couple of different rubrics. I would set the categories for the rubric and have the children brainstorm and agree on criteria for each one.  My reasoning for using aspects of different rubrics is my emphasis on each process.  Although I am having the children present their findings, this piece is not weighted as much as the display.  My main goal in this is to have the children become familiar with a chosen explorer and display what they discovered in a way that is meaningful to them.  I added the additional requirement of presenting to give the students practice with oral speaking, but not making it the main focus of this challenge.  The rubric for the presentation is simpler and allows the students to give one mark when peer assessing this presentation.

The rubric may look as follows:








1 = poor  2= average  3=above average

Display: 54 possible points






score multiplier

· Colorful




1
2
3

1

· Creative/Unique



1
2
3

3

· Includes required information

1
2
3

4

· Information is complete & accurate
1
2
3

4

· Includes additional facts


1
2
3

2


· Use of grammar and spelling

1
2
3

2

· Met deadline



1
2
3

2

List of Facts: 24 possible points

· Amount of facts given


1
2
3

2

· Information is accurate


1
2
3

4

· Use of grammar and spelling

1
2
3

2

Presentation: 22 Points possible
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   Excellent – Group presented their facts clearly and enthusiastically.  Each member of the group played an equal part in the presentation.  They covered all required information and made their presentation unique and interesting. (22 points)

   Very good - 
Group presented their facts clearly.  Each member played an equal part in the presentation.  They covered the required information and made their presentation interesting. (16 points)

   Good – Group presented all the information required.  Each member played a part in the presentation, although not equally. (11 points)

    Needs Improvement – Group did not present all information required.  Members did not play equal roles in the presentation. (5 points)
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