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Academic Challenge

Julie Dubisz

Background:  I teach 8th grade English.  In this class the students will have already read several short stories and outlined the plot for the plot map.  They will have written an autobiography and a biography, and this is the culminating writing activity for the narrative writing in this quarter.  This will be the first of several challenges for the year that will focus on the writing process.

Working with what part of the curriculum?
In written narratives, students organize and relate a story line/plot/series of events

                        Students will create a clear and coherent story line (W-8-4.1) 

Students will establish context, character motivation, problem/conflict/challenge, and resolution  [‚Ä¶..and maintain point of view of 1st person, 3rd person limited or omniscient‚Ä¶..not included]  (W-8-4.2).

                        Students will use dialogue to advance plot and story line (W-8-5.2)

Outcome area:
            Critical Skills

            Collaborative Problem Solving

        

Indicators:     Rations time efficiently

 

Challenge:  As part of our study of story telling, I would like you to work in groups of three or four with each group composing a story to be shared and read or performed for the class.  Each group’s story needs to include:

            1.  Three or four characters with one main character who becomes the hero in his or her own life.

            2.  A specific setting 

            3.  Introduction of characters

            4.  A specific, solvable conflict

            5.  Rising Action

            6.  Climax

            7.  Falling Action

            8.  Resolution

            9.  Three to five conversations between the characters that move the plot along from point to point.

In order to help in your planning, please turn in a project planning sheet at the end of today showing your work schedule for the week which will include an outline of the topics and when you will have the script written.  Whether as a group you decide to act it out, illustrate it in a children‚Äôs book, or create a movie version of your story, be prepared to present your story to the group on Friday.

 From the expectations in your above narrative, it seems you are really targeting the time management behavior described within the skill of organization. So that would be one of your targets. I like the choices you give to students ... but each different product will need its own separate assessment rubric.

Assessment: 
                        Checklist and Reflection

 

Completed a project planning sheet

Completed an outline for the story line

 

Checklist

___Provides a written script or illustrated story book

___Gives critical information about three characters

___Provides one main character who displays leadership, heroic qualities

___Includes a location for the setting

___Includes a time period for the setting

___Introduces a conflict or problem

___Uses conversation between characters to heighten the action 

___Demonstrates a highest point in the action

___Uses conversation between characters to begin to close the conflict

___Resolves the conflict in a way that demonstrates heroic qualities

___Uses conversation in at least one other way

 Nice ... good connection back to the list of expectations. You'll need criteria for each of the option products, too.

 

Write a reflection journal entry that explains the ways in which you contributed to the group and what you have learned from this challenge.






















[image: image2.jpg]T}le'
Critical

Skills

Program






[image: image2.jpg]