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Real Life Challenge

Emily Clark

Background: This Real-life Challenge will be a culminating, end of year activity. By this time, my creative writing students will have written several pieces – poetry, short fiction, memoir, drama, and they will have a published ‘book’ of polished writing. For this activity, all students will have to read an original piece of writing in a public bookstore. Although the end product is an individual performance, they will need to work in groups to plan the big event.  They’ll need a group for publicity, fundraising, and organization at the very least. If this is the case, there will probably be four-five students per group. 

I chose to ask Water Street Bookstore in Exeter to host this coffee house style public reading because they have done public readings in the past, some of which I have attended, and they also are very community oriented. They are a locally owned bookstore with many community ties so I hope they will be amenable to helping a local high schools let its creative voices be heard. Another reason I chose Water Street is because a former employee and has some ‘connections’ there. She’ll know who to contact.

Too often adolescents are prejudged and thought to be disrespectful and lewd; one way to change this incorrect perception is to create a space where adolescent voices can be heard by any community member interested, and perhaps through their writing, the perceptions will shift. If possible, I’d also love it if students displayed art they created around the seating area of the reading. 

This challenge will get students engaged on many different levels: they’ll have gone through several revisions of the piece they select to read, as well as practiced public speaking. Additionally, they’ll have to learn how to organize a ‘function,’ fundraise, gain publicity, and interact with outside business and community members. All of the critical skills will go into coordinating this challenge, but I’ll be focusing on organization and decision making.

Water Street Bookstore

123 Main Street

Exeter, New Hampshire

April 1, 2008

Dear Ms. Clark’s Creative Writing Class,

Greetings from the Water Street Bookstore. During the past few years, we here at Water Street have been disturbed by the rapid decline of local adolescent voices in our community. We hear much about the deviant behaviors of today’s youth, but little about their wonderful contributions. We’re hoping to change that, and believe that you can help. 

What we envision is an “Evening of Fresh Voices,” a coffee house style poetry/prose reading, where the ‘stars’ of the show are you, Sanborn Regional High School students. We’d like to have the creative writing students share their voices with the community at large. We expect that you will read a polished piece of writing, as well as exhibit poise and confidence while reading. Water Street Bookstore caters to a variety of genres, so we’d really like poetry, fiction, and non-fiction represented. Since this will be a community event, please plan to look your best. We anticipate the reading will be one to two hours, and that many community members will attend, including the media.

Please do not allow the fresh, young voices of your community be silenced any longer. I urge you to accept this opportunity and let your talented, important  voices be heard.

Sincerely,

Jane Doe

Water Street Bookstore
Assessment: Since there are so many levels to this challenge, an analytic trait rubric seemed like a good choice for this assessment. 

4 – Excellent

A. Form – Your writing choice was flawless, and the presentation was well paced and poised. You were able to transition subtley between your reading and those before and after you, offering a ‘thank you’ after your reading. Behind the scenes, you were a vital member of your committee, contributing thoughtful ideas, making decisions, and exhibiting exceptional organization.

B. Content – Your writing selection was appropriate and for the occasion and accessible to the audience. It incorporated strong figurative language and poetic devices. You have a clear understanding of a quality piece of writing. You also understood what your responsibilities were to your pre-planning group and contributed admirably.

C. Process – During your presentation, you used a clear voice, made eye contact, and used expression in your tone. You were appropriately dressed and had great posture. In your committee, you communicated effectively with group members and kept a productive pace. You offered your opinions but also listened well to those around you. 

D. Impact – Your presentation was effective and impassioned. The audience was engaged and attentive. During the committee work, you were an invaluable asset to your group.

3 – Good

A. Form – Your writing choice was good, and the presentation was well paced. Transitioning between your reading and those before and after you was fairly smooth, and you said ‘thank you’ upon completion of your reading. Behind the scenes, you were a hard-working member of your committee, contributing ideas, making decisions, and exhibiting good organization.

B. Content – Your writing selection was appropriate and for the occasion and pleasing to the audience. It used figurative language and poetic devices. You have a clear understanding of a good piece of writing. You also understood what your responsibilities were to your pre-planning group and contributed accordingly. 

C. Process – During your presentation, you used a clear voice, made eye contact, and used expression in your tone. You were appropriately dressed and had good posture. In your committee, you communicated effectively with group members and kept a productive pace. You offered your opinions but also listened well to those around you. 

D. Impact – Your presentation was effective and clear. The audience was attentive. During the committee work, you were a valuable asset to your group.

2- Fair

A. Form – Your writing choice was fair but not your best, and the presentation was either too fast or too slow. Transitioning between your reading and those before and after you was a bit clumsy. Your ‘thank you’ upon completion of your reading may have been afterthought. Behind the scenes, you were an average member of your committee, sometimes contributing ideas, making few decisions, and exhibiting mediocre organization.

B. Content – Your writing selection was acceptable for the occasion but was a bit unclear to the audience. It lacked either figurative language and/or poetic devices. You have an evolving understanding of a good piece of writing. You also struggled to understand what your responsibilities were to your pre-planning group and therefore did not contribute as best you could. 

C. Process – During your presentation your voiced was either too soft or too rushed. You made some eye contact, but your tone lacked expression. You were appropriately dressed and had fair posture. In your committee, you communicated occasionally with group members and kept a fairly productive pace. You infrequently offered your opinions but listened well to those around you. 

D. Impact – Your presentation kept the audience seated. During the committee work, you were helpful to your group.

1 – Not Yet

A. Form – Your writing choice requires work, and the presentation was difficult to understand. Transitioning between your reading and those before and after you was a bit clumsy. The audience was not acknowledged with a ‘thank you.’ Behind the scenes, you contributed little or no aid to your committee, and your organization skills need work.

B. Content – Your writing selection was unacceptable for the occasion and was confusing and unclear to the audience. It lacked both figurative language and/or poetic devices. You have to work on identifying a good piece of writing. Your responsibilities to your pre-planning group were not fulfilled and therefore you did not contribute as best you could. 

C. Process – During your presentation your voiced was too soft and/or too rushed. You read your selection without making any eye contact, and your tone lacked expression. You either were not appropriately dressed or had poor posture. In your committee, you did not communicate with group members and thus slowed the pace. You infrequently offered your opinions and did not listen to those around you. 

D. Impact – The audience was not engaged in your presentation. During the committee work, you were not very helpful to your group.

Real-life Challenge Brainstorm:

Needed: Fresh Adolescent Voices

Knowledge Targeted – Creative writing and presenting

Problem – The world isn’t aware of all the talented adolescent voices that are part of the community

Solution – Local bookstore solicits high school writers to organize and present an “Evening of Fresh Voices” poetry/short story readings

Organization Groups – Editing/Reading Order Group, Publicity Group, Resources/Contacts Group/ 


The Night of: Set up groups: Seating / Table, stool, microphone / Food & Drink / Clean-up


Post Reading: “Thank You” groups (students decide)

Quality Criteria – 

Student Writing Content: Students collaborate to decide which pieces are the best/most appropriate for a public reading (Things to consider – length, appropriateness, figurative language, poetic devices, understandability (i.e. accessibility), sensitivity

Student Presentation: Appropriate clothing,  grooming, posture; steady pace, annunciation, eye contact, clear/loud voice, inflection; interest & enthusiasm, body movement 

Follow Up:  Clean up, thank you notes thoughtfully written and sent in a timely fashion

Hook: The letter from Water Street – “We value your voices”

Preplanning Checklist: 

· Time Frame for writing

· Time Frame for coordinating with bookstore folks

· Time frame for the event itself (sufficient practice runs)

· Sponsor – Water Street Bookstore

· Panel for mid-problem (interim) feedback

· Water Street Representative

· UNH Writing Professor(s)

· Other English teachers from School

· Former writing student

· University Writing Major

· Local Writer

· Me

· Public Audience

· Hopefully all the interim panel members

· Any interested people (school faculty, university professors and students, parents, community members, etc.)

· Media 

Panel Protocol:

· Each jury member receives a written invitation (time, place, duration, etc.)

· Jury received appropriate materials for understanding problem

· Jury briefed on role

· Arrangements for greeting and briefing panel

· Mechanisms provided to panel to give students feedback

· Panel members formally thanked

Backup Plan – If not Water Street Book store, do in the cafeteria or library

IDEAS:

Book of writing bound before reading

“Ask three then me” (think for yourself)
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