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Academic Challenge

Laura Tabachnick

AMENDING THE BILL OF RIGHTS

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Learning Objectives:

Background: 
This challenge will be part of a unit called RULES, RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES.
  We will have already discussed the American Revolution, The Constitution and The Bill of Rights.  It will already have been recognized that some of the amendments included in The Bill of Rights reflect issues with pre-Revolutionary War British officials.


Content:
Reflection and analysis of the Bill of Rights and their applicability to the protection of individual liberties for citizens.

Skill:  
 
Collaboration - Individual contribution to the group

Grade Level:  8

Student Groupings:  This challenge will be given about three-fourths of the way through the year.  They will have had many problem based learning experiences as well as plenty of opportunities to state values and opinions during class time, even in regards to the Bill of Rights.  Children will be asked to put themselves in groups of three to four people.  The catch is that they need to group themselves together with at least one person who they realize has different values and opinions than themselves.  The groupings will be critical for the challenge to be a powerful learning experience.  Positive debate and respectful discussion will need to be had for consensus to be reached.  They will be aware of the fact that I reserve the right to change the groups around if I feel as though they didn’t achieve the aforementioned goal.  

CHALLENGE

Introduction:  There has been much controversy lately surrounding the War on Terror.  Many Americans feel as though The Patriot Act is infringing upon our privacy and other individual liberties, while others feel protected by it.  The government of the United States is currently revisiting The Bill of Rights.  They have determined that it is outdated and may not remain in its current form any longer.  Their aim is to ensure that our personal civil liberties and the pursuit of happiness remains guarded in the 21st century.  The government has asked for input from experts around the world.  You are just that, teams of renowned constitutional scholars, experts on The Constitution and The Bill of Rights.  You have been selected by the Governor of Vermont to participate on the National Revised Bill of Rights Task Force (NRBR Task Force).  You will be working in a small team with others who may or may not share your values and opinions.  You have been charged with the task of revising and editing the Bill of Rights. More specifically you will need to prioritize, prune and add amendments, and then turn your ideas into a Revised Bill of Rights proposal to be presented in competition with other proposals from the Task Force.  Bernie Sanders, not only our own state representative but the head of the NRBR Task Force, will be taking the authors of the winning proposal to present their Revised Bill of Rights to the House of Representatives for approval and ratification.  

Your team’s proposal will be submitted in its final form as a persuasive presentation to Bernie Sanders’ administrative assistant, Mrs. Duright, who happens to look a lot like Mrs. T.  She has been given the important charge of judging the proposals based on valid arguments demonstrated by its authors during their presentation.

Product:  Your task as a member of the NRBR Task Force is to prioritize, revise, prune two and add two amendments to The Bill of Rights.  Politicians are sometimes not at as on-the-ball as you, the experts, so you’ll need to develop a persuasive and engaging presentation. As you know, a creative and eye-catching visual aid is a convincing and is sometimes the critical piece of a persuasive presentation, as well as a great reminder of your important points.  During your presentation you’ll also need to support and defend your choices as far as priority, omissions and additions to your Revised Bill of Rights.  Be ready to field any questions from Mrs. Duright.

Process:  You need to form teams of three or four.  MAKE SURE to group yourselves together with people of different ideological backgrounds, opinions and values.  Prioritize, revise, omit two and add two amendments to the Bill of Rights.  You need to work together as a team…  Each member’s viewpoints need to be respected and considered, but do not need to be agreed with.  Remember, it is okay to agree to disagree!  Keeping that in mind, you will still need to come to consensus about your prioritization, revisions, omissions and additions.  Once you have created a Revised Bill of Rights Proposal, you will need to create a visual aid that could act as a clear representation for a not-so-on-the-ball politician.  

Each evening, after your Task Force team meeting, you will need to reflect on the success or struggles of your team’s collaboration.  Write one hype and one gripe in your THINKING LOG that describe your thoughts about your team’s progress and discussions, as well as everyone’s contributions.  Politicians like to be kept updated on the progress of your team.  You will debrief with Mrs. Duright daily.  During this time you may verbally share your hypes and gripes.  If you verbally share your hype and gripe, you may choose to write that them in your log that evening, or after reflecting, you have new or additional thoughts, you can share those.

Bernie recognizes that you are a distinguished group of scholars.  To gain some wonderful new insights and powerful arguments/viewpoints from the young people in America, he is requesting that at the end of your persuasive presentation, each of you submit your own proposals for The Revised Bill of Rights, with your omissions and additions well supported with valid and rational arguments.  If he has time he would like to read them.  If not, he will, of course, ask his incredibly adept administrative assistant, Mrs. Duright to read them.   In your personal proposal, you don’t have to agree to the prioritization, revisions, omissions and additions to the Revised Bill of Rights your team proposed, although you may.  He is looking for thoughtful, educated points of view to give him ideas for his own, personal presentation to the House of Representatives.
ASSESSMENT

A combination of a checklist and comment area will be used.  There will be student, teacher and peer parts to the assessment that will include the four critical areas with the following amendable (after discussing it with the students) set of criteria:

CHECKLIST
Understanding

Group Presentation Checklist
_____ Clear arguments for prioritization

_____ Clear arguments for revisions

_____ Clear arguments for omissions

_____ Clear arguments for additions

_____ Everyone played an individual part in the presentation

Personal Proposal Rubric
(Possible points for each criteria = 4, Possible total points=16)

_____ Clear arguments for prioritization

_____ Clear arguments for revisions

_____ Clear arguments for omissions

_____ Clear arguments for additions    

Process 

Checklist

_____ Respectful discussions

_____ Individual contributions

_____ Positive reinforcements/Positive disagreements

_____ Daily Hype and Gripe about collaboration

COMMENTS ON COLLABORATION BY STUDENT:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Product 

Rubric

_____ Presented in the form of a persuasive presentation (10)

_____ Clear and attractive visual representation (10)

_____ Prioritized amendments with support (10)

_____ Revised amendments with support (10)

_____ Omitted two amendments (2)

_____ Added two amendments (2)

_____ Everyone played a part in the presentation (10)

Impact  (A yes/no questionnaire with comments to be filled out by the audience members)
_____Was it a convincing proposal?

_____ Did it sway your opinions in any way?

_____ Did it make you think differently about decisions you already made with your group?

_____ Did it make you question your judgment?

COMMENTS: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NOTES

This is a touchy challenge that will require top-notch respectable behavior exhibited by the students.  Mrs. Duright will debrief with the teams on the task force everyday.  It will be a time to check-in on progress, but more about the collaboration and if its going well, or needs to be tweaked in any way.  I will hold a “hype and gripe” session during the daily check-in at the end of every task force meeting.  Members need to either participate in the verbal debriefing or write their daily hype and gripe in their THINKING LOG.
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