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Scenario Challenge

Deb Kardane

Barn Restoration Challenge Scenario

History Grade 3

Late Fall/Early Winter

Learning Standards:

Content:

1. To develop a piece of writing which requires compiling research and relating it to a scenario

2. To delve more deeply into specific barn classifications

Skills:

1. Creative thinking

2. Communication

Process:  Children will be given one of five letters, each with a different barn on the bottom.  Attached will be a small description of the community member they will be acting as.  This will give them a perspective to consider, as well as a specific barn classification to research.  They will have a week to complete their letters.  On Friday, a representative will read their letter to the group and share their “photograph”.  We may then have a discussion on what the children discovered about the trend towards relocating old barns and our thoughts.


I might help them to organize their plans in the beginning such as asking the group to name the requirements which are stated in the letter, list some ideas of how we may address these coming from our character’s perspective, brainstorm ideas of how we might enhance our presentation with costumes, create the poster,  etc…
Letter #1

Jo and Norma Growsalot

111 Veggie Lane

Putney, Vermont

Dear John, Mary and little Lu-lu,


We have known your family for many years.  We know you love and respect old buildings because you are so happy in your 1870 cottage.  We also know how much little Lu-lu loves our cows, since you visit so often with her to see them. 

We are in a quandary and desperately need your help.  The beautiful barn, which houses our lovely cows, Bessi and Tulip as well as their three calves and our four sheep is in bad need of repair.  It has become an unsafe place for our cows to sleep.  A few days ago, a man from a company came and offered us $50,000 dollars to buy our barn so that he can move it to California and sell it to some wealthy folks.  We don’t want to lose our barn, but if we sold it, we could build a safer, newer one.  We heard that the Vermont Historical Society helps folks like us to restore their old barns.  We would like to ask you to write a letter to them in support of our family and our farm so that they may be more likely to help us.  We would also like to ask that you prepare a presentation, which includes a detailed poster with a title naming our barn’s classification. We think that it would be important to mention how you know us, services we have provided for you over the years and physical characteristics of the barn, which you love.  Please come to our appointment with the historical society on Friday at 2:00 so that you can present them to the president in person!  Thank you so much for your help and we will keep you posted on the progress. 








Fondly Yours, 
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Jo and Norma

Letter #2

Jo and Norma Growsalot

111 Veggie Lane

Putney, Vermont

Dear Margaret Holmes,


We have known your family for many generations.  You are such a strong woman and we respect you immensely.  You have helped us chop our wood (as well as your own!) and we love to share information about gardening with you.  You are a talented gardener.


We are in a quandary and desperately need your help.  The beautiful barn, which houses our lovely cows, Bessi and Tulip as well as their three calves and our four sheep is in bad need of repair.  It has become an unsafe place for our cows to sleep.  A few days ago, a man from a company came and offered us $50,000 dollars to buy our barn so that he can move it to California and sell it to some wealthy folks.  We don’t want to lose our barn, but if we sold it, we could build a safer, newer one.  We heard that the Vermont Historical Society helps folks like us to restore their old barns.  We would like to ask you to write a letter to them in support of our family and our farm so that they may be more likely to help us.  We would also like to ask that you prepare a presentation, which includes a detailed poster with a title naming our barn’s classification.  We think that it would be important to mention how you know us, services we have provided for you over the years and physical characteristics of the barn, which you love.    Please come to our appointment with the historical society on Friday at 2:00 so that you can present them to the president in person!  Thank you so much for your help and we will keep you posted on the progress. 








Fondly Yours, 
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Jo and Norma

Letter #3

Jo and Norma Growsalot

111 Veggie Lane

Putney, Vermont

Dear Jeff Slicker,


We haven’t known you for long since you just moved here from New York City.  We were glad to help you out last winter when the snow was so deep, that you lost your Jeep in a snow plows drift.  We were also happy to be able to share our wood when you ran out in February.   We look forward to helping you in the future as well as you get used to life in Vermont.


We are in a quandary and desperately need your help.  The beautiful barn, which houses our lovely cows, Bessi and Tulip as well as their three calves and our four sheep is in bad need of repair.  It has become an unsafe place for our cows to sleep.  A few days ago, a man from a company came and offered us $50,000 dollars to buy our barn so that he can move it to California and sell it to some wealthy folks.  We don’t want to lose our barn, but if we sold it, we could build a safer, newer one.  We heard that the Vermont Historical Society helps folks like us to restore their old barns.  We would like to ask you to write a letter to them in support of our family and our farm so that they may be more likely to help us.  We would also like to ask that you prepare a presentation, which includes a detailed poster with a title naming our barn’s classification. We think that it would be important to mention how you know us, services we have provided for you over the years and the barn’s physical characteristics, which you love.  Please come to our appointment with the historical society on Friday at 2:00 so that you can present them to the president in person!  Thank you so much for your help and we will keep you posted on the progress. 








Fondly Yours, 
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Jo and Norma

Letter #4

Jo and Norma Growsalot

111 Veggie Lane 

Putney, Vermont

Dear Pat Isgood,


You are a wonderful teacher who has enriched many children’s lives during your career.  We are so happy that you bring your class to visit each spring when you are studying farms. It is a pleasure for us to share our world with your students and we are always happy to help you teach them about animals and growing food. 


We are in a quandary and desperately need your help. The beautiful barn, which houses our lovely cows, Bessi and Tulip as well as their three calves and our four sheep is in bad need of repair.  It has become an unsafe place for our cows to sleep.  A few days ago, a man from a company came and offered us $50,000 dollars to buy our barn so that he can move it to California and sell it to some wealthy folks.  We don’t want to lose our barn, but if we sold it, we could build a safer, newer one.  We heard that the Vermont Historical Society helps folks like us to restore their old barns.  We would like to ask you to write a letter to them in support of our family and our farm so that they may be more likely to help us.  We would also like to ask that you prepare a presentation, which includes a detailed poster with a title naming our barn’s classification. We think that it would be important to mention how you know us, services we have provided for you over the years and the barn’s physical characteristics, which you love. Please come to our appointment with the historical society on Friday at 2:00 so that you can present them to the president in person!  Thank you so much for your help and we will keep you posted on the progress. 








Fondly Yours, 





Jo and Norma
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Presentation Assessment Rubric:

Your presentation was:

Excellent

A.  Presentation- You used clear voices and had great eye contact.  You included costumes, which illustrated your persona effectively.  You acted with a great deal of expression, which convinced your audience that you were this person as well.

B.  Content-  Your information was extremely well organized. You covered all important information including; how you know Jo and Norma, the services that they have provided for you and the physical characteristics, which you love.  You also included a good deal of extra information, which made your presentation even more convincing.

C.  Visual (poster)-  Your title was clearly displayed.  Your representation of the barn was accurate and attractive.  Your poster also included many details, which provided the audience with a visual display of the distinct parts of which you spoke.

Good

A.  Presentation-  Your voices were clear and you had good eye contact.  You included some costume pieces.  You acted somewhat expressively which gave the audience a vague idea of who you were supposed to be.

B.  Content- Your information was fairly organized. You covered the important information including; how you know Jo and Norma, the services that they have provided for you and the physical characteristics, which you love.  You also included some extra information.

C.  Visual (poster)- Your title was clearly displayed.  Your representation of the barn was accurate and attractive.  Your poster also included some details, which provided the audience with a general idea of the distinct parts of which you spoke.  

Fair

A.  Presentation- Your voices could be heard and you had some eye contact.  You may have been more convincing if you had included some costumes and acted a bit like the person who you were trying to portray.

B.  Content- Your information was confusing at times. You covered some but not all of the important information including; how you know Jo and Norma, the services that they have provided for you and the physical characteristics which you love.  You did not provide any extra details or information about the barn.  

C.  Visual (poster)- Your title was present, but hard to find.  Your representation of the barn was not quite accurate but fairly attractive.  Your poster could have included more details to provide the audience with some idea of some of the distinct parts of your barn.
Not Yet

A.  Presentation- It was difficult to hear you and you forgot to look at the audience.  Costumes and acting would have helped you to be more convincing in your portrayal.

B.  Content- Your information was confusing and you did not cover any of the important information that Jo and Norma had asked for.  

C.  Visual (poster)- You did not include a title, (or it was difficult to locate) Your representation of the barn was inaccurate and did not display an effort to make it attractive.  It was difficult to find any characteristics about your representation, which would distinguish it from any other barn. 
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