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Real Life Challenge

Deb Kardane

Vermont Welcome Center-Barn Replicas

A Real Life Challenge

Introduction-As a culminating activity for our study of historical barns, students will be asked by the Welcome Center to create a model of the barn which they have researched for the previous assignment (see Challenge Scenario).  Students will be encouraged to contact local community members with existing historical barns on their property and conduct interviews with them or solicit their help in the creation of their model.  Through this hands-on project students will also gain a deeper understanding of the significance of these structures.  It has also been found that developmentally at this age, children are likely to be interested in acquiring useful skills such as knitting, cooking, and structure building.  Hopefully this final project will feed into these natural inclinations.

Challenge:

Students will be expected to create a model of their group’s barn including details such as materials used, structural style, etc.  They will need to include at least one authentic artifact from an existing barn of this type in their model.  They will also need to research and create a written report, which depicts what life was like for the people who lived on farms during the era of the specific barn’s construction.  Students will be expected to present their work to a panel of professionals upon completion before it will be accepted as a component of the larger display at the Vermont Welcome Center.

Objectives:

Academic:

· To gain an understanding of the structural components of historical barns

· To develop knowledge about lives of people living on Vermont farms in the past

· To write a narrative report illustrating knowledge gained from research

Process:

· Collaboration- By working together to create the reproduction of a barn and a written piece to accompany it regarding its use, students will need to communicate effectively and mesh ideas and skills successfully to complete this assignment. 

· Organization- Students will need to organize their information regarding the structure, which they have studied in order to build it.  They will also need to organize themselves into roles within their groups in order to make the proper contacts, which will fulfill the requirement of an authentic artifact’s inclusion.
Assessment Rubric: This rubric will be given to each student for them to refer to as they work to complete the assignment.  They will be asked to use it as a reference in their journal writing periodically in order to assess themselves.  Upon the completion of the assignment they will each complete the assessment for a peer in their group.  During their presentation, each member of the panel will be given the second rubric to fill out regarding their work.  Students will also fill out their own as a self-assessment tool.  In the week following the presentation, I will 

conduct meetings with each student, where we will look at each rubric and the student’s journal entries in order to reflect upon the combined feedback.
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Vermont Welcome Center








November 3, 2003

Dear 3rd Grade Students,


We are writing to you in order to ask for your help in a very important matter.  Here at The Vermont Welcome Center we try to support our local community in any way that we can.  We work hard to be aware of the current issues which affect our area.  It has come to our attention that there is a serious matter at hand, which could affect the future of our New England heritage. 


It seems that many people are interested in New England real estate.   But, instead of coming to our area in order to live, people from far and wide want our very own barns in their back yards! This is leading our beloved farmers to allow their beautiful historic barns to be bought and shipped to places all over the country!


We have been told that your class is studying barns and are also aware of this situation.  This winter, we are expecting thousands of tourists to stop at our center on their way to visit ski resorts.  We have decided to educate them on the value of keeping these barns in New England.  We would like your help in creating a convincing display.


We hope that you could create accurate replicas (models) of some of the types of barns that you have studied.  We would like you to include specific details about the materials which were used, the structural layout, and details of how these barns were used.  We have also decided that including an actual artifact from a real barn of this type would help the public to appreciate its history.  If you need help finding an actual existing farm, which is like the one, which you have studied, we will be available as a resource for names of people to contact.  Lastly, we would also like you to create a written report to accompany your display. This should tell the public of what life was like for the people who lived on these farms during the time period which they were built.  You could also include details of how the barn was used.  We will be responsible for the convincing banners, which will urge visitors to keep our history here!


The Vermont Welcome Center takes a great deal of pride in our public displays.  Therefor a panel of experts always reviews work to be submitted before allowing it to be set up.  Our panel will be visiting your school on Friday, November 10th  at 2 pm.  You will each receive 15 minutes to present your display.  We have plenty of room here for public displays, so we hope to represent your entire class in our center.  Thank you for your time and energy on this matter.  Hopefully, we can all make a difference in our community’s cultural future!






Sincerely, 






Board of Directors

 Vermont Welcome Center







Presentation Rubric: Please give a score of 1-5, 1 being not yet and 5 being awesome.  Describe your reasoning in the comment section.


Model:


The replica is accurate______(includes details such as materials used, structural style, etc.)


Comments:


There is at least one authentic artifact included____


Comments:


The model is enjoyable to look at______


Comments:


Family Life Narrative:  


Information is accurate___(includes details such as what life was like for farmers, how barn was used, etc.)


Comments:


Grammar and spelling are correct____


Comments:


Information is organized_____


Comments:


Presentation:


Overall contact with audience____(eye contact, clear voice)


Comments:


Smooth flow of information_____


Comments:


3.    Knowledge conveyed clearly_____ Comments:








Process Rubric: Please give a score of 1-5, 1 being not yet and 5 being awesome.  Describe your reasoning in the comment section.


Cooperation:


1.    Share ideas clearly______


	Comments:


Listen to others’ ideas respectfully_____


Comments:


3.    Honor individual skills of group members_____


	Comments:


Contribute fair share of work______


Comments:


Organization:


Establish clear plan of action_____


Comments:


Utilize resources including community members_____


Comments:


Follow plan as a group to completion of project_____


Comments:
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