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Scenario Challenge

Davideen “Dee” Treybig

Background Information/Teacher Notes:

9th grade freshman English students attending my class in the third quarter of the year after community is strong, writing skills and styles have been reviewed and further developed, a formal business letter has been previously completed, and a W.A.S.H. of the various elements has been executed for further understanding and brainstorming. 

I will provide the 10” x 12” manila mailing envelopes to “mail” the final transcripts, and create a “mailbox” for the final delivery of the product.

Knowledge Standard:

NH GLE (Writing) Fictional, Creative, formal letter writing

My general purpose in creating and executing this challenge is to have a purposeful and creative way to practice fictional writing and reinforce cover letter/business letter requirements. 

I will not have the students show a completed plan for their work at this point in our challenge experience, as I will want to remove this scaffolding at the end of the third quarter, and having a partnership versus larger group environment should allow them to successfully plan independently and unsupervised.

Many students have an issue with the ending of this Steinbeck novel, and this challenge can also serve as an opportunity to reflect upon their feelings and express themselves in creative fashion to deal with their feelings. If the students follow the challenge correctly and put in a maximum effort, they will have solid business letter, fiction writing, and contest entry skills to draw upon for future needs.

Targeted Outcomes: Creative Thinking, Curiosity and Wonder

Indicators: Expanding existing ideas, and synthesizing old ideas into unique or fresh approaches; ask “what if?” and show enthusiasm for new opportunities

Essential Question: How is writing an act of exploration?

Be prepared to present and read your rewritten ending to the class on either Monday or Tuesday of next week, (dates). You will not know which of the two days you will be presenting, therefore be prepared for either. It is important that both you and writing partner present your ending in an equal effort to demonstrate your equal effort. Questions will be asked of either one of you or both to explain your logic, ideas, and purpose in your rewrite.

On the Wednesday before our presentations, we will set up a partner sharing conference, where (challenge exhibition) two different sets of partners will review each others’ first drafts. You and your partner will applaud and support the first draft effort of another partnership, and complete a peer conference sheet to  make constructive suggestions for possible improvements. 

Next, on either Thursday or Friday, you will meet with me to present your second draft or greater, the results of your peer conference, the cover letter, and mailing envelope (challenge exhibition), to show you clearly understand the contest requirements your topic before submitting the final entry. This must be completed by the end of the day on Friday.

Finally, after presenting your rewritten ending on Monday, you will “mail” your entry by placing it in our classroom mailbox. 

For homework, you will complete a self-assessment and reflection form depicting your efforts in entering this contest, how you contributed towards your partnership’s success and final product, and respond in a journal entry form to the essential question listed above.

DON”T KILL LENNIE! Rewriting the ending 

to John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men novel
The family of author John Steinbeck recently discovered a letter that he wrote among his personal effects that was never mailed to his publisher. In this letter, he stated the following problem and request:

Dear Penguin House Publishers:


I am writing to request that the ending of my novel Of Mice and Men be rewritten to attain a more publicly acceptable ending. A plethora of angry and pained readers over many years have finally persuaded me that George should not have killed Lennie as currently depicted in the novel. This change is not possible for me to achieve, as my ending will always be my ending. Please begin a nationwide contest to accomplish this popular request, and I will approve one to be submitted as the new ending to my novel to appease my many readers.

Sincerely,

John Steinbeck
As this never mailed letter was found after Mr. Steinbeck’s passing, the family and heirs to his estate have determined that his wishes should be carried out, even at this later date, to fulfill his last known request. Therefore, they have enlisted the Penguin Publishing House to initiate a national writing contest to complete this request. The winner of this contest will receive a $1,000,000 prize, co-author credit for the revised novel, and go on a national publicity tour to promote the new ending.

Since we are a community of writers who have recently completed this infamous novel, your challenge is to find a partner, participate in this contest, and hopefully win the prize money, publishing credit, and publicity to launch your writing careers and establish your college funds.

The following is the list of requirements from the Penguin Publishing House contest: 

1. Rewrite the ending of John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men in a manner that does not have George killing Lennie, is believable to a previous reader who has knowledge of the original ending, and demonstrates an understanding of the plot and its characters.

2. As the current ending is equivalent to two standard pages, single spaced, the rewrite must contain no fewer than 1000 words and no more than 2500. 

3. The “voice” and style in the writing needs to follow the existing fictional text form to match the rest of the story.

4. Quality writing standards, including correct conventions need to be applied to your new ending.

5. Your writing must be typed, double-spaced, 12 size font, using standard margins and formatting, and have a standard cover page and letter for your transcript submission to the following address:



Penguin Group (USA) Inc.



c/o Steinbeck’s “Rewrite the Ending” Contest



375 Hudson Street



New York, NY 10014-3657

The deadline for this contest submission is Monday, ____________. 

****************************************************************

Assessment: Rewrite the Ending Scenario Challenge
	Category
	5 - Mastery
	3 - Proficient
	1- Unsatisfactory
	Self- Assessment
	Teacher Assessment

	Quality of 

Resolution

 (Creative Thinking) 

__x6= ___/30
	Writer creates an ending that is believable, and has specific details, dialogue, and action showing a mastery of understanding of the plot and its characters in ending the conflict.  
	Ending may be incomplete or missing elements, details; may be some ineffective parts. Dialog is used effectively. Shows a proficient understanding of the plot and its characters
	Writer shows little or no sense of a how ending should connect to story or plot; does not bring a satisfactory closure to the storyline.
	
	

	Voice and Style of Writing

(The Steinbeck Voice)

__x3= ___/15


	Compelling ending clearly reflects the voice and style of Steinbeck shown in the novel as a whole. The reader does not feel as if the writer changed for the resolution, and it all fits together.
	Solid ending clearly reflects the voice and style of Steinbeck shown in the novel as a whole. The reader occasionally feels as if the writer changes for the resolution, but it still fits together well.
	Confusing ending does not clearly reflect Steinbeck’s voice and style experienced in this novel. The reader occasionally catches glimpses of the Steinbeck style, but it is obvious the writer changed at the end of the story.
	
	

	Quality Writing Standards

(Mechanics)

__x2= ___/10


	Writer effectively employs quality-writing standards, including conventions, to clearly and effectively communicate and keep the quality flow of the writing. Any errors are minor and do not affect flow or meaning intended.
	Writer proficiently employs quality-writing standards, including conventions, to effectively communicate and keep the flow of the writing. One or two errors somewhat affect the flow or meaning intended.
	Writer somewhat employs quality-writing standards, including conventions, to communicate and keep the flow of the writing. Multiple   errors somewhat affect the flow or meaning intended.
	
	

	Formatting

(Presentation)

__x3= ___/15

	Directions are closely followed for format:  font, size, length, margins, spacing are appropriate and meet contest expectations; Careful attention to detail is obvious 
	Writer meets most contest format expectations on font, size, spacing and style; one or two minor errors found that would not seriously affect submission.
	Writer does not meet most format expectations as required for contest; numerous errors would affect acceptance for submission.
	
	

	Cover Letter Quality
__x3= ___/15
	Business letter format and content carefully followed for a quality cover letter to submit with writing submission.
	Business letter format and content generally followed for a proficient cover letter to submit with writing submission.
	Cover letter exists, but content, format, and quality contain many errors and distract from writing submission.
	
	

	Curiosity and Wonder

__x3= ___/15

	Thoroughly embraced the challenge with enthusiasm, often asking “what if?” for this new opportunity.
	Frequently showed enthusiasm for the challenge, occasionally asking “what if?” for this opportunity. 
	Enthusiasm lacking for challenge, which clearly impacted the quality of its outcome. Facilitator occasionally had to redirect to stay on task.
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