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Scenario Challenge

Danika Tyminski

Background:


This challenge will be presented when the students have finished reading Fahrenheit 451.  We will begin with the following activity:

Lead a discussion about the end of the book - what did they think?

Next, lead a brainstorming session.

1.  Give students five minutes to brainstorm all of the books that they consider

worthy of saving from the firemen.  Tell them that these books must have

value for future civilizations - due to the characters, message,

teachings, etc.

2.  Have them count up all of the books.  Ask them to brainstorm for two more

minutes and add to their lists.

3.  Next, have them pick their top 5 (2 minutes)

4.  Do a "sweep" - where each student shares the 5 books that they chose.

5.  Next, do some timed writing sessions - give them 5 minutes per book

(one at a time)to brainstorm arguments of why that book should be saved.

This is an individual challenge.  I will assess them using the writing rubric and performance checklist.  They have had a year and a half worth of exposure to the writing rubric and I anticipate that the performance checklist will help guide their performances.  

Warning Warning Warning Warning Warning Warning Warning Warning!!

Attention:  All Book Lovers

From: The Concerned Citizens for Saving Books (CCSB)

We are aware that you are on the run from the government because you refuse to submit to the ban on literature.  You have joined the Wandering Book Lovers who meet down at the railroad tracks.  In your bag, you have hidden five books that you feel are worth saving from the firemen. You believe these books are of tremendous value to future civilizations, either for their ideas, their stories, their characters, or their point of view. We are also aware that you have “become”, or memorized, one of these books in order to keep it safe and share it with as many people as possible.  We commend your bravery and applaud your courage!

Finally, a new day is dawning.  A new president has been elected who is open to feedback about the ban on literature. This may be our opportunity to take a stand and make a difference for future generations.  It is essential that you write a persuasive letter to the president to argue specifically for the five books that you have chosen to guard with your life.  You must defend your choices in terms of the books’ meanings and the contributions they will make to future civilizations.  These letters must be given to her on Thursday, May 8, 2008.

The president has stated that she will meet with Book Lovers on Friday, May 9 to hear two-minute excerpts from the books that you have “become”, or memorized.  Please know that your performances could sway her final decision.  

We greatly appreciate your help with this important opportunity!

 “For books are more than books, they are the life
The very heart and core of ages past,
The reason why men lived and worked and died,
The essence and quintessence of their lives.”


Amy Lowell - Boston Athenaeum

WRITING GUIDELINES:

	CRITERIA
	+
	√+
	√
	√-

	Content and Focus
	Examples, reasons, explanations are relevant, appropriate, and convincing. Evident focus throughout
	Examples, reasons, details, explanations are sufficient and accurate. Focus evident but contains extraneous information
	Some examples, reasons, details, are sufficient and accurate. Focus unclear
	Vague, missing, inaccurate evidence. Lacks focus

	Organization
	Development of ideas is clear. Contains introduction, body and concluding paragraphs. Each paragraph clearly states a purpose with a topic sentence, and accurate supporting details.
	Development of ideas is satisfactory. Each paragraph focuses on one topic.
	Not well organized. Focused in some parts. Little sense of paragraph with weak topic sentences or supporting details.
	Piece lacks organization

	Support, Elaboration, Evidence and Analysis
	Specific and sufficient examples and details support main idea. Interpretation of evidence leads to insightful conclusions
	Most examples and details support main idea. Interpretation of evidence leads to logical and obvious conclusions
	Some examples and details support main idea. Interpretation of evidence leads to faulty conclusions
	Most examples and/or details do not support main idea. Insufficient details. Illogical or no conclusions

	Word Choice, Language and Tone
	Effective and rich choice of language including content-specific vocabulary. Language appropriate for intended audience
	Appropriate choice of language and content-specific vocabulary. Evidence of awareness of audience throughout
	Limited choice of appropriate language and content-specific vocabulary. Limited awareness of audience
	Inappropriate and vague choice of language and content-specific vocabulary. Little to no awareness of audience

	Mechanics and Proofreading 
	Correct grammar in each sentence. Smooth, fluid sentences. No run-ons or fragments. Error-free punctuation and spelling. Exhibits correct usage. Proofreading has resulted in effective editing and revision
	Mostly correct grammar. Errors in punctuation do not interfere with communication. Mostly correct spelling and usage. Proofreading shows evidence of editing with some revision
	Errors in grammar, spelling and/or usage somewhat interfere with communication. Some sentence fragments and/or run-ons. Proofreading shows evidence of some editing, but no revision
	Errors in grammar, spelling and/or usage interfere with communication. Awkward sentences throughout. Misspelled/misused words throughout.  Evidence of proofreading is lacking

	Presentation
	Neat, professional, presentation. Shows attention to details.
	Neat, easy to read.
	Sometimes hard to read. Careless presentation.
	Little attention to presentation.


PERFORMANCE GUIDELINES:

Process

· Clear voice with appropriate volume

· Eye contact

· Appropriate dress 

· Expression in tone 

· Pacing

· Poise

· Posture maintained

Content

· Excerpt is perfectly memorized and clearly rehearsed

Impact

· Audience is engaged and persuaded
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